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its supplies by skirmish from different parts of
the fertile plains below, and being furnished with
water from the two excellent cisterns still above;
but as no fixed period is assigned to this event,
it may probably relate to the siege of Vespasian
just detailed.
Sufficient evidences remain, however, of its
having been a place of great strength ; and when
it lost its character as a strong-hold, it assumed
a new one of a holy sanctuary, so that the accu-
mulated vestiges of successive forts and altars
are now mingled in one common ruin. *
As there still remained the fragments of a
wall on the south-east angle, somewhat higher
than the rest, we ascended it over heaps of fallen
buildings, and enjoyed from thence a prospect
truly magnificent, wanting only the verdure of
spring to make it beautiful as well as grand.
Placing my compass before me, we had on the
north-west a view of the Mediterranean sea,
whose blue surface filled up an open space left
by a downward bend in the outline of the west-
ern hills ; to the west-north-west a smaller por-
tion of its waters were seen; and on the west
* Among the scattered fragments of stone, we noticed seve-
ral blocks with Arabic characters on them in good relief, and
evidently portions of some inscription; but none of these were
sufficiently long to be intelligible, and the circumstances of the
moment did not admit of our endeavouring to connect them.
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